TRAVANCORE

"Just causes, truthfully and non-violendy conducted, have
always survived repression and drawn sympathy from un-
expected quarters. I call such sympathy divine help"

Shri P. J. Sebastian sends me the following ^true
cop/ of the Press Note of the Travancore Government:

"The Government of Travancore have observed with regret that,
in the columns of his newspaper Harijan, Mr. Gandhi has afforded
hospitality to statements emanating from Messrs. Achuthan and
G. Ramachandran, the former being the latest President and latter
the propagandist of the moribund Travancore State Congress.
Evidently, it is hoped by these statements and the comments of
Mr. Gandhi to force an outside enquiry and outside mediation upon
the State. Mr. Achuthan, who is a Travancore subject, is reported
to be moving between British Malabar and Cochin and his statement
was published some weeks ago. This Government has resolved
to ignore it, realizing as they did that such statements have been
merely variants of the baseless assertions made by Mr. Rama-
daandran repeated in different ptiraseology.

^In view, however, of the publicity which accompanies state-
ments associated with Mr. Gandhi, and in order that the public may
not be misled, as Mr. Gandhi allows himself to be misled by such
statements, the Travancore Government propose to take appro-
priate legal proceedings against Messrs. Achuthan and G. Rama-
chandran, in the course of which the truth or falsity of their aver-
ments can be tested.

Huzur Cutchcry, Trivandrum
29th July, 1940

(Sd.) M. K. NILAKANTA AlYAR,

Chief Secretary to Government^

I have published the text "without interfering -with
the spelling or the grammar. In sending the copy, Shri
Sebastian says:

"It has not up to now appeared in any of the Madras papers. The
object of the Press Note seems to be to warn the Travancore papers
not to copy the article on 'Travancore^ in the Harijan of Ac 2 8th
July. It is worthy of note that none of the Travancore papers